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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to tlie record appears below. Sliould tlie changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Kellan Ponikiewicz (59,701) on 26 February 2010. 

2. The claim listing beginning on the next page shall replace all prior versions of the 
claims. 
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Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for providing a uniform networl< address, for a user 
accessing a computer on a networl<, independent of tine computer tine user is accessing, 
the method comprising: 

(a) obtaining, by an interface mechanism executing on a first computer having a 
computer host name and a computer internet protocol address to connect to a network, 
a plurality of virtual host names, each of the plurality of virtual host names comprising a 
host name uniquely identifying a user session from a plurality of user sessions hosted 
on the first computer; 

(b) obtaining, bv the interface mechanism executing on the first computer, a 
plurality of internet protocol addresses, wherein none of the internet protocol addresses 
are previously reserved for a particular user: 

(c) ^assigning, by the interface mechanism executing on the first computer and 
from the plurality of virtual host names, a first virtual host name to a first user session for 
ef-a first user accessing the network via the first computer; 

(d) assigning, by the interface mechanism executing on the first computer and 
from the plurality of internet protocol addresses, a first internet protocol address to the 
first user session: 

(e}_(e)-assigning, by the interface mechanism executing on the first computer and 
from the plurality of virtual host names, a second virtual host name, different from the 
first virtual host name, to a second user session for ef-a second user accessing the 
network via the first computer; 

(f) assigning, by the interface mechanism executing on the first computer and 
from the plurality of internet protocol addresses, a second internet protocol address 
different from the first internet protocol address, to the second user session; 

£gX.(d)-accessing, by the first user session, the network using the first virtual host 
name with the a -first internet protocol address of th e f i rst us e r, th e f i rst i nt e rn e t protoco l 
addr e ss commun i cat e d v i a th e f i rst comput e r ; 
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(h) ^accessing, by the second user session, tine networl^ using tine second 
virtual host name with the a -second internet protocol address of th e s e cond us e r, th e 
s e cond i nt e rn e t protoco l addr e ss commun i cat e d v i a th e f i rst comput e r ; 

(i) ffl-assiqninq. by the interface mechanism executing on a second computer 
and f rom the plurality of virtual host names, the first virtual host name to a third user 
session for of-the first user accessing the network via the a-second computer;-aFi4 

(1) assigning, by the interface mechanism executing on the second computer, a 
third internet protocol address to the third user session: and 

(k) fEh^accessing. by the third user session, the network using the first virtual host 
name with the a -third internet protocol addres s of th e first us e r, th e th i rd i nt e rn e t 
protoco l addr e ss commun i cat e d v i a th e s e cond comput e r . 

2. (Cancelled). 

3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 . further comprising c l a i m 2. wh e r ei n st e p 
(a) furth e r compr i s e s obtaining at least one of the plurality of internet protocol addresses 
from a Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol server. 

4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising 2, wh e r ei n st e p (a) 
furth e r compris e s reserving at least one of the obtained plurality of internet protocol 
addresses for at least one of the first user session and the second user session. 

5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising w h e r ei n st e p (d) 
furth e r compr i s e s associating the first internet protocol address with the first virtual host 
name. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising wh e r ei n st e p ( e ) 
furth e r compr i s e s associating the second internet protocol address with the second 
virtual host name. 
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7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein step (a) further comprises 
registering, with a name resolution service, at least one of the plurality of virtual host 
names to at le ast one of either t he first user session and the second user session. 

8. (Previously presented) The method of claim 7, wherein the name resolution service 
comprises one of a Domain Name Service and a Windows Internet Naming Service. 

9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 7, wherein the virtual host name identifies 
a program used by the user. 

10-12. (Cancelled) 

1 3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising wh e r ei n st e p (c) 
furth e r compr i s e s assigning, while the second user accesses the first computer, a fourth 
virtual host name and a fourth internet protocol address to the second user session 
accessing a second compute r and assoc i at i ng th e fourth v i rtua l host nam e w i th an 
i nternet protoco l addr e ss of th e s e cond comput e r . 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein step (a) further comprises naming at least 
one of the plurality of virtual host names with a portion of the characters representing 
the user's identity on the network. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein step (a) further comprises naming at least 
one of the plurality of virtual host names with a suffix identifying the session of the user 
when the user is concurrently accessing multiple computers on the network. 

16. (Currently amended) A system for providing a uniform network address, for a user 
accessing a computer on a network, independent of the computer the user is accessing, 
the system comprising: 
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a server on a network, the server providing a plurality of virtual host names, each 
of the plurality of virtual host names comprising a host name uniquely identifying a user 
session from a plurality of user sessions host e d on a f i rst comput e r ; 

a_the-first computer having a computer host name and a computer internet 
protocol address to connect to a network; 

an interface mechanism executing on the first computer to: 
obtain a plurality of virtual host names, 

obtain a plurality of internet protocol addresses, wherein none of the 
internet protocol addresses are previously reserved for a particular user. 

assign, from the plurality of virtual host names, a first virtual host name to 
a first user session for of-a first user accessing the network via the first computer, 

CrrTCT 

assign from the plurality of internet protocol addresses, a first internet 
protocol address to the first user session. 

assign, from the plurality of virtual host names, a second virtual host name 
different from first virtual host name, to a second user session for a second user 
accessing the network via the first computer. 

assign from the plurality of internet protocol addresses, a second internet 
protocol address different from the first internet protocol address, to the second 
user session: 

ass i gn the f i rst v i rtua l host nam e to a th i rd us e r s e ss i on of th e f i rst us e r 
access i ng th e n e twork v i a a s e cond comput e r; 

the first user session accessing the network using the first virtual host name with 
the a -first internet protocol address of th e f i rst us e r, th e f i rst i nt e rn e t protoco l addr e ss 
commun i cat e d v i a th e f i rst comput e r ; 

the second user session accessing the network using the second virtual host 
name with the a -second internet protocol address of th e s e cond us e r, th e s e cond 
i nt e rn e t protoco l addr e ss commun i cat e d v i a th e first comput e r ;-aFt4 

an interface mechanism executing on a second computer to: 
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assign the first virtual host name to a third user session for a first user 
accessing the networl< via the second computer, and 

assign a third internet protocol address to the third user session: and 
the third user session accessing the network using the first virtual host name with 
the a -third internet protocol address of th e f i rst us e r, th e th i rd i nt e rn e t protoco l addr e ss 
commun i cat e d v i a th e s e cond comput e r . 

17-18. (Cancelled). 

1 9. (Original) The system of claim 1 6, wherein the server obtains at least one of the 
plurality of internet protocol addresses from a Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol 
server. 

20. (Currently amended) The system of claim 16, wherein the server reserves at least 
one of the obtained plurality of internet protocol addresses for at le ast one of either t he 
first user and the second user. 

21 . (Previously presented) The system of claim 20, wherein the network interface 
associates the at least one reserved internet protocol address with at least one of the 
first virtual host name and the second virtual host name. 

22. (Currently amended) The system of claim 16, wherein the system further comprises 
a name resolution service to register at least one of the plurality of virtual host names-te 
at le ast on e of th e f i rst us e r and th e s e cond us e r . 

23. (Previously presented) The system of claim 22, wherein the name resolution service 
further comprises one of a Domain Name Service and a Windows Internet Naming 
Service. 



24-28. (Cancelled). 
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29. (Original) The system of claim 16, wherein the name of at least one of the plurality 
of virtual host names comprises a portion of the characters representing the user's 
identity on the network. 

30. (Original) The system of claim 16, wherein the name of the least one of the plurality 
of virtual host names comprises a suffix identifying the session of the user when the 
user is concurrently accessing multiple computers on the network. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The inventions of claims 1 and 16 are directed to a method and system for 
assigning unique host names to user sessions for communications over a network. A 
user's host name follows the user independent of the computer with which the user 
accesses the network. Each user session is also assigned an IP address, which has 
not been reserved for any particular user. 

The prior art of record discloses assigning a reserved IP address (or one from a 
pool of reserved IP addresses) to a user session based on the user, and further 
discloses the use of host names. Thus if a reserved IP address had a corresponding 
hostname, the hostname would follow the user independent of the computer with which 
the user accesses the network because the reserved IP follows the user. However, the 
prior art of record fails to disclose or render obvious assigning a non-reserved IP 
address to a user session, and having a hostname for the user follow the user 
independent of the computer with which the user accesses the network. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JEFFREY NICKERSON whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-3631 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th, 9:00am - 7:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571)272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/J. N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2442 
/Asad M Nawaz/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2455 



